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St. MATT. V. Ver. 3. 

Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit, for theirs u the Kings 
:$ | þ F (RY, Heaveg' &” 
*» = Na ere % K 5 0 

| fa Diſcourſing on theſe Words will be, I think, 

moſt proper to proceed in this Method; Firſt, ro 
enquire who ate meant by Poor in Spirit; and then to 
to ſhew: wherein conſiſts their preſent Bleſſedneſs, and 
what will be their future Reward. 

And by the Poor in Spirit (among ſeveral Interpre- 
tations that are given of the Phraſe) it ſeems to me the 
moſt obvious and reaſonable to underſtand ſuch as have 
the Spirit of the Poor, or a Spirit of Poverty; The 


Door in Spirit ſeem to be opposd to the Poor in Body 


or in the outward Circumſtances. The Bleſſedneſs of 


* the Text therefore may not bclong to all that are com- 


monly called Poor; Nay, it is certain it does not; for 
there are ſome that ate very poor, and yet very wicked 
too; and no wicked Man can be Bleſſed, no wicked 


Man ſhall inherit the Kingdom of Heaven; Nor yet is 


this Bleſſedneſs confin'd only to thoſe that are Poor; 
For, as a poor Man may not be of ſuch a Spirit as is ſuit- 


able to his low Condition, ſo 'tis poſſible that a Rich 


Man (even while he is Rich) may be of that Spirit; 
and if he be, the Bleſſedneſs of the Text belongs to him 
no leis than to a poorer Man ot the ſame Spirit. And 


he may truly be ſaid to be poor in Spitit, or to have that 


Spirit of Poverty, to which the Text annexes a Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, and promiſes a Reward, who, whether he be 
Poor or Rich, or whatever his outward Circumſtauces 
are, is of ſuch a Temper or Diſpoſition of Mind, with 


whether good or Evil, as they that be poor, are, or as 


it bccomes choſe that are poor to be; and who is conſe- 
A quently 
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5 . : 
q̃uently careful to adorn himſelf with all thoſe Gracey 


which are an Ornament to the Poor, and to ptactiſe all 
thoſe Vertues, which a low Condition in the World is 
moſt apt to inſtruct Men in, and to incite them to. 


For the Farther Explication whereof it will therefore 
be needful to conſider, what are the proper Virtues fa 
poor and low Eſtate, what Vertues do belt ſuit with, 


do beſt become a low and mean Condition; and then to 
ſhew that theſe ſame Vertues are alſo ſuch as every Man 


of whatloever State he is, High or Low, Rich or Poor, 


is bound to endeavour after; and that as greatly condu- 
cing both to his preſent, and to his future Felicity. 

I. Then, one Vertuous Diſpoſit ion of Mind, very 
well becoming a State of Poverty, is Humility; *tis but 
fit that they who are low in the World ſhould be like- 
wiſe lowly in their own. Minds; of all Perſons, Pride 
leaſt becomes ſuch; Poor and Proud do by no means 
agree 2 it 1s not fit that the Poor ſhould effect 
Greatnels, or ſtrive to make a ſhew above their For- 
tune: It becomes them above all others, to be eaſie in 
their Addreſs, and courteous and obligiug to all whom 


they converſe with, and in all other reſpects to-ſhew 
forth in their Carriage the Lowlineſs and Meekneſs of 


their Spirits. c ee 125 | 
And yet this Grace or Vertue of Humility, tho! it 
may be ſaid to be moſt proper to a State of Poverty. is. 


not peculiar to that State only; for tis a Duty requir'd 


of all Chriſtians to learn of their Maſter Chriſt, who 
was meek and lowly in Heart; Matt. 10. 29. and thoſe 
Words of aur Lord; Lake. 22. 26. arc directed to fuch 
of his Diſciples as were to be moſt of all advanced above 
others in this World. The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe 
Lordſhip over them, but ye ſhall not be ſo; but be that # 
greateſt among you, let him be as tbe younger, and be that s 

chief, as be that doth ſerve. | | 
And indeed (as the wiſe Son of Syraeb obſerves) 
Pride was not made for Man; Eccluſ. 10. 18. neither for 
one Man nor for another; Not for Men of high Eſtate 
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? any more'than for Men of low Deg 
the matter wherein ue Man may differ from another, 
in its ſelf; very conſiderable; nor if it were, wou'd be 


bo' 
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Humility therefore, tho it ma 
in a low Eſtate, is manifeſtly the 
And Bleffed are they, whether they be Poor or Rich, 


rich, who brinpe 
can and dei out of the' ſame lump of clay | 
'- unto Honour, and another unto Diſhonour,, Rom 9. 21. And 
tis well argu'd by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 4. 7. Who maketh 
. thee to differ from another; and what haſt thou that thou didſt 
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ee; For neither ig 


a juſt teaſon of Pride; betauſe, whatever it is, it was 
the unmerited gift of God, who maketh poor, and ma tet h 
th low, and lifteth up; 1 Sam 2. 7. and 
male one Veſſel 


not receive? Now if thou didſt receive it, why" doſt thou glory, 
a if thou badſt not receiv d ii: 218 

ry beſt learnt 
uty alſo of the Rich. 


who have this Spirit of the Poor; that is, who have an 
humble Opinion of themſelves, and of all things be- 
longing to them, who are little in rheir own Eſteem ; 
neither attributing to themſelves any Excellencies or 
Perfections which they have not, nor oyer-valuing 
thoſe they have, nor aſcribing ro themſelves the Glory 


thereof. $ 


They are Bleſſed above others, as being by this ex- 


cellent temper of Mind, and the lovely Fruits and Ef- 


fects of it in the outward Carriage, rendred amiable 


and grateful to all that know them; for there is nothing 
that ſo adorus and ſets off a Man, nothing that ſo qua- 
lifes him for, and entitles him to Reſpect and Honour, 


as true Humility; whence the Apoſtle calls it, the Or- 


nament of a meek and quiet Spirit, which as it is of great price 
in the Sight of 1 Pet. 3: 4. God, ſo it is in the ſight of 


Men too; for Men naturally reyerence theſe who have 
' mean thoughts of themſelyes; and on ſuch as do not 
hunt after Honour, they are moſt ready and willing 


to beſtow Honour. | 
They are alſo bleſſed above others, becauſe they are 
more at eaſe and Quiet in their own Minds; For being 


of an humble Spirit, and thinking but meanly of _ 
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ſelves, they are free from Ambition, Envy, 99 
and Revenge, and all ſuch like boĩſterous and turbulent 
Paſſions, which render the Proud very uneaſie and un- 
happy in the greateſt Affluence of worldly good things. 
An humble-minded Man, whatever his outward Con- 
dition and Circumſtances in the World are, is calm, 
contented and thankful, and envies not the Condition 
of any that are placed above him; whereas the Proud 


and Ambitious Man, (as it the World were made for 
him alone) never thinks he has enough, for ſo much as 


he deſerves; and whatever Portion of worldly good 
things he has, can take no Comfort or Satisfaction 
therein, for the want of thoſe things which he has not. 
Or, if (as Hamas had ) Eſther 5. 13. he has all the plen- 
ty of good things that his Heart can deſire, yet if there 
be but one Mordecai that will not bow the knee to him, 
and do him that Reverence which he expects, this a- 
lone is ſufficient to diſcontent and diſquiet him. 
And as the humble in mind are moſt bleſſed at pre- 
ſent, ſo will they be alſo for ever; Theirs « the Kingdom 
of Heaven ; that 1s, fuch and ſuch only as have the Spi- 
tit of Poverty, this Humility of Mind, have a Right 
and Title þ- 4 vertue of God's gracious Promiſe, to the. 
Eternal Bleſſedneſs of the other World. He that bum- 
bleth bimſelf ſhall be exalted, Matth. 23. 12. 54 

And as the Happineſs of Heaven is peculiarly annex- 
ed and promis'd to his Grace of Humility, fo are alſo 
the degrees of that happineſs, to the ſeveral Meaſures 
and Degrees of this Grace; The lowlier we are here in 
our own thought and opinion, the higher ſhall we be 
there in God's favour, and our Crown will be ſo much 
the more Glorious, For, Mboſoe ver ſays our Lord, fhalt 
bumble bimſelf as a little Child, the (ame # greateft in the 
Kingdom of Heaven, Matta. 18. 4. 

II. Another virtuous Diſpoſition of Mind very ne- 
ceſſary to thoſe who are in a poor and low Eſtate, is 


Patience. 


The Poor have need of Patience, becauſe this is one 
| ꝗa 3 Evil 
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Evil uſually tending Poverty, and a greater Evil is 
than Poverty it ſelt, that it expoſes Men to Scorn and 
Contempt, makes them ſubject to Indignities and Af- 
fronts, renders them liable to abuſes and injuries, which 
they, by reaſon ot the Scantineſs of their Fortune and 
Want of Friends, are by no incans able to fence off or 
ö avoid; and for what can't be avaijded there's no Re- 
mii dy but Patience. The Poor therefore having ſuch 
= need of Patience, tis very requilite that they ſhould be 
| enducdwith it; and the frequent Occaſions that they 
have to exerciſe it, will naturally put them upon the 
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endeayouring to learn it. G2 - | 
But Patience is a Vertue which every Man alſo has 
great need of, aud will have frequent Occaſions for, 
the Rich as well as the Poor. For Man & born into trou- 
ble 2s the Sparks fly upward. Job 5. 7. There is indeed no 
State or Condition of Life free trom Trouble, and it is 
impoſſible that while we live in a miſerable an naugh- 
ty World we ſhould meet with nothing in it to vex us. 
He that is above Contempt is the Object of Envy, and 
he that is not affronted to his Face may be ſlander d be- 
hind his Back; and he that is too great to be cruſtid on 
trampled upon by others, may yet ſuffer as great Miſ- 
0 chief by ſecret Treachery; and he that is powerful 
enough to reſiſt Violence, may not be wary enough to 
| avoid a Snare. | | 
þ Beſides; There are ſome Evils, and thoſe indeed the 
| reateſt of Humane Liſe, which no Quality or Wealth 
| 1 exempt Men from. For the Rich Man as well as 
ö the Poor may have unkind Relations, undutiful Chil- 
| dren, falſe Friends, or unfaithful Servants; The Rich 
as weil as the Poor may be diſappointed to his Deſigns, 
| may be robb'd and ſpoil'd of what he has, may have a 
| Body very ſickly and infirm, and may ſuffer the ſharp- 
 eft Pains: And all theſe, and many more fucli like E- 
vis, which no Man is by any Wealth or Dignity ex- 
empted from, are Tryals of our Patience, as well as 
' - thaſe which are more peculiar incident to Fs N 
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; And Bleſſed are they, whether Rich or Poor, who 
have this Spirit f Poverty; for they are plainly more 
Bleſſed than others in their Afflictions, becauſe they are 
more eaſie under them; they are not gall'd and diſquier- 
ed ſo much by the Evils that befal them as fretful and 
impatient Men are. They, tho they are under the very 
fame Affliction with others, yet being calm and quicr 
in their own Minds, being void of their turbulent Paſ- 

| ſions which other Men in the like Calamity are ſubject 
to ſuffer, but half the Evil that other Men ſuffer. 

And then this their Patience under their Sufferin 
conduces no leſs to their future Felicity; For the Evijs 
and Calamities of this preſent Life are deſignd by GOD 
as I ryals of Men's Vertue, in which, it they acquit 
themſelves well, they are thereby entitled to the Re- 

ward of Vertue; that is, to the Happineſs of Heaven; 

and theſe light Aſlict ions which are but for a Moment, will 

; work for them a far more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glo- 
7), 1 Cor. 4. 17. . | | 

III. Another Fanden Diſpoſition of Mind very re- 


| I. 4 
5 quiſite in the Poor, is Content ment with their preſent 
9 Condition, a quiet Reſignation of themſelves to GOD's 
2 Will, a Liking well thoſe Circumſtances which it has 
1 — the Divine Providence to place them in. For the 
0 oor do want many of thoſe, Conveniences of Life which 
the Rich have; and therefore if they ſhould fret and 
e vex themſelves for every thing that they could wiſh to 
h have, but have not, they would be able to enjoy no 
18 Comfort in their Lives; if they ſhould murmur and 
hs complain againſt Providence, and take it ill at GOD's 
h Hands that he gives them not every thing that they 
8. could deſire, their whole Liſe would be Murmuring 
2 and Complaint. The only Way therefore for ſuch as 
p- are in a low Codition to be tolcrably happy, is by 
* bringing their Mind to their Condition, by perſuading 
* themſelves to be ſatisfied with Neceſſaries, and by firm- 
as ly believing that GOD orders all things for the bel. 


But as neceffary as Contentment and Relignation are 
2 A 4 ta 
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to the Poor, they ate no leſs the neceſſary Dutles of the 
moſt Wealthy; Lis every Man's Duty, in hat ſoe v rr 


- 
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State he is tberewith to be content, and jn all things that 
befal him to ſubmit himſelf entirely to GO D's: Will 
eee, i] 240 d un al Dy 

Nay more; ſo far as we can judge from the beſt Ob- 
ſervation that we can make, Contentment and Satisfa- 
ction of Mind is as neceſſary to be Preachd toand preſſed 


5 er is as rarely practisd by the Rich, as the Poor; 


For tho? their real Wants are not many, perhaps not 
any at all, yet their fancy'd and ĩmaginary Wants are 


commonly more and greater than Poor Mens are; and 


therefore if they ſer their Hearts upon every thing that 
they fancy, and are uneaſie in the Want of every thing 
that they can think of to deſire, (which they often 
are) they will be as unhappy in their abundance as the 
Poor Man is in his Scarcity; Nay indeed they will be 
more unhappy, notwithſtanding all their Plenty, than 


the Poor Man is in his Want, even of many of the real 


Conveniences and Comforts of Life, in caſe they are 
not ſo well contented and ſatisfied with their preſent 
Condition as the poor Man is. 

But bleſſed are they who, whatever their Condition 
and Circumſtances in the World are, are endued with 


this Spirit f Poverty, that is, are eaſie, and pleasd and 
contented in their preſent State; who defire no more 
than enough; who meekly reſign up themſelves to 


GOD to be diſpoſed of as he pleaſes, and believe that 
to be beſt which he orders. They who ate of this Tem- 
per are happy in all Conditions, and they who have not 
this Spirit f Poverty can't be happy in any. For the 


Happineſs of à May's Life conſiſts not in the Abundance of 


the things that he poſſeſſes, Luke 12. 15. but in the Taſte 
and Reliſh that he has of them, the Satisfaction which 
. he receives from them. He therefore who is contented, 
whatever his Condition be, is as happy as this World 
can make him, and much happier than all the World 


can make a Man to be who is of a diſcontented Spirit. 


And 
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Audi as this Spirit of Poverty conduces thus to our preſent Happineſs, 
fo it does ao leſs to our future Felicity: They who are pleaſed with the 
Lot with GOD orders for them have 4 kind of Heaven upon Earth, 
bar their true Heaven is reſery*d for another Life ; whea all their wiſhes 
ſhall de accompliſh'd, and all their Defires fulfilled; when they ſhiall be 
fully ſatisfied with what they have, becauſe they ſhall have all chat can 
. be deſir d; for they ſhall enjoy him who is the Fountain of all Good, in 
whoſe: preſence there is fulneſi of Joy, aud at whoſe Right Hand there are 
Pleaſures for evermore. Plal. 16. 11. Wo WO A OE 


of Poor and low Eftate in the World, is Truft and Hope in GOD. They 
that have Riches are very apt to pur Confidence in their Wealth; and they 
that have many and powerful Friends (as the Rich uſually have) are apt to 


and they that are very high advanced in the World are apt to imagine that 
their own Grearnefs will ſecure them from all Miſchief. But what can the 
Poor do, who have neither Money, nor Friends, nor Authority, nor Power? 
What have they to truſt to or rely upon? Why truly nothing but GOD, 
la bim they may hope, and from him we may expect Help; and if they 
have it not from him, they can look for it from none elſe. And becauſe 
they ha ve nothing elſe to truſt to, they are commonly in a readier Diſpoſi- 
tion of Mind than others are, to place their Hope and Confidence in GOD. 
But this likewiſe, tho' it be a Vertve that is beſt taught by Poverty, is 
nevertheleſs a Duty incumbent upon all; and accordingly the Apoſile com- 
mands Timothy, to charge even them that are Rich in this Warld, that 
they be not high minded, and that they do net truſt in uncertain Riches, 
but in the living GOD. 1 Tim. 6. 17. | eee 
And Bleſſed are they, whether they be Poor or Rich, that have this Spi- 
rit of the Poor. | as 3 
Izhey are bleſſed now. becauſe what they truſt to will nor fail them, as 
all other things that Men are apt to put Confidence in may, and oftentimes” 
do; Ihey know on whom they have believed, and have experienc d his 
G2odnefs, and are certaia that he can't be worſe than his Promilc. Bleſſed 
are ad they that put their Truſt in him, ſays the Pſalmiſt, for none of 
them that traft in him ſhal be dejolate. Pſal. 2. 12.—34 22. | 
Nor is the Bleſſedneſs of ſuch contin'd ta this Life ouly; but theirs alſo 

is the Kingdom of Heaven. For G OD never fails them that pur their 
Truit in him; and this is what all good Men do truſt him for, not only 
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will allo buſtow upon them a better Lifg, They believe that all his Pro- 


ch miſes will be made good, and having this Hope, they endeavour to puriſis 
d themſelves even as he is pure, 1 John 3. 3. And this Faith, ſo influen- 
f q cing their Practice will be counted to them (as it was ro Abraham) for 
E 


Righteouſneſs; and they (as he was) (hall be caded the Friends of G OD, 
and after this Life s over thall be admitted to fir down with Abracam, and 
Iſaac, and Jacob zu the King dom of Heaven, 


/2 


IV. Another Vertuous Diſpoſition of Mind well becoming ſuch as ars 


rely much upon them, and to expect great Help and Succour from them; 


that he will take Care of, and provide for them ia this Life, but that he 
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v. O ber Vertues taught by a State of Poverty (which I mention to- 
gether, as being nearly related, and grounded on the ſame Reaſons (are 
Induſtry, Temperance and Frugality. abc £1 
© They that want for nothing may think it needleſs to labour; and they 
that have more than enough are very apt to uſe too much; and they that 
know no end of their Wealth may be !empred to be careleſe and laviſh in 
their Expences; but the Poor Man mult labour; becauſe he cannot live 


without | ab»ur ; he muſt be temperate, becauſe he can't afford: himſelf 


more of any thing than is neceſſary, and he muſt be frugsl and ſaving, 
becauſe otherwiſe the Fruit ot his Labour will not be ſufficient to anſwer 
all his neceſſary Occations. Theſe therefore being Vertues which the Poor 
are ina manner forc'd ro by Neceſſity, may well be called the Vertues of 
Poverty; and they conſequently may well be ſaid to have the Spirit of 
Poverty, who, not being under the ſame Neceſſity, do practice the ſame 


- Vertucs by Choice, 


And indeed theſe are all ſuch Vertues as the Rich no leſs than the Poor 


are bound in Duty to practice, alcho' they arc not ſo much forc'd to it by 


Neccſſity. ] | | 
For, firſt as to Induſſry Even he that has enough already for all his 


veceſſary Occaſions, is not however allow'd by GOD to ſpend his time, 


or any great Portions of it in Idleneſs, but is bound ro employ himſelf in 
ſome Buſjneſs that may render him uſeſul to the World. 

And then as to Temperance, He that bas more than he has need to uſe, 
is not for that Reaſon N ta live in Luxury and Excels, or to be in- 
temperate in the uſe of any Worldly Good. 

Ard laſtly, as to Prugality; Even he that has the moſt of all is never - 
theleſs oblig'd to be Frugal and Husbandly, and not to laviſh or ſquander 
avay what he has, becauſe what he has is not his own, but is only a Ta- 
lear commitred to his Truſt by his great Maſter, of which he muſt one Day 
4 an Account ; And if that Servant in the Goſpel was condemned only 

r hoarding up his Talent, for not uſing it as he ought to have done; 
moch rather would he have received the ſame or greater Condemnation if 
be had fool'd and ſquander'd it away, Matth. 25. 30. Luke 19. 20. 

So that, we ſce, theſe Vertues, Induſtry, Temperance aud Frugality, 
tho* they are ſuch Vertues as Poverty does moſt naturally teach, are ne- 
vertheleſs the Duties of all; and that the Rich as well as the Poor are 
obliged to be thug Poe in Spirit. 

And there is both a preſent Bleſſcdneſt and a future Reward belonging 
to all thoſe who diligently Pradtiie theſe Virtues, of whatſoever Condi- 
tion they are, 

For 1ſt. As to Induſtry, Whether a Man be Rich or Poor, it is for his 
Eaſe and Delight to have ſome thing to do, to have ſome Buſineſs to pals 
away his Time; meer Idleneſs being mote tedious even than hard Labour. 

Ard then as to Temperance, It is likewiſe no leſs for a Man's own Ad- 
vantage, wherher he be Rich or Poor, to be Temperate in all Things; For 
by this means his Body is kept in Health and Vigor, and his Soul js belt 
able 


(41) 
able to exerciſe its intellectual Faculties; By this means he eſcapes many 
ſore Pains and Diſeaſes which are the natural Fruits of Luxury and Intem- 


perance, and which cut ſhort the Lives of a great many in the midſt of 


their Days. | | a 

And laſtly, The Rich no leſs than the Poor will find their preſent Ad- 
vantage in a frugal and wiſc Management of what they have; for extreme 
poverty is not oftner the effect of Idieneſs, than it is of ill Husbandry and 
Prodigality, and it rarely fails but that he who can't learn the Vertue of 
Frugality, while he is in a wealthy and proſperous Condition, is torc'd to 
karn it atrerwards by thoſe Straits and Neceſſities which his Careleſaeſa 


- and Profuſeneſs do in a ſhort time reduce him to. 


And as theſe Vertues of Poyerty do thus conduce to our preſent Hip- 
pineſs, ſo do they likewiſe to our future Advantage. For, 

Firſt, Toe Induftrioug and Laberious Man, who ſuffers no time to paſs 
idle, who has alva) s ſome honeſt Bulicefs to employ himſelf in, does by that 
eſcape a great many Temptations which he would not find it ſo eaſie to re- 
fiſt, a8 it is to avoid. And indeed conſidering the weakneſs of our Nature, 
and how prone we are to Sin, the beſt ſecurity that any of us have that we 
ſhall not f. Il into & Sin, is by avoiding, as much as is poſlible, all Temp- 
tations to it. 


The PraQiſe of Tewpermnce likewiſe is an excellent Preparation for a ſu- 


ture Life. For he who has accuſt med himſelf tu uſe no more of thoſe Pro- 
viſions which GOD deſign'd for rhe Suſtenance of our Bodies in this trail 
and periſhing State than is negdful for that purpoſe, he who has not allow- 


ed himſelf to car or drink for Plcaſure, but only for his neceſſary Suſte - 


nance ; He who while he was in this Body did not uſe to gratific his Pa- 
late and his Senſes; when he ſhall come to have a purifi'd and ſpiritual Body 
( ſuch as we (hall have at the Reſurrection) a Body chat will ſuffer, no de- 
cay, and conſequently will need no Suſtenance or Recruit ; will then have 


no longing or Hankering atter Meats or Drinks or Corporeal Pleaſures, , 


but will delight to live as do the Angels, becauſe he had us'd himſelf to 
live ſo here as much as poſſibly he could; and had rather, if he could have 
done it, have liv'd wi hout thoſe ſardid Pleaſures wherein Senſual Men 
place their only Felicity. 
And laſtly, Frugality likewiſe, or a wiſe and prudent and Management 
of thoſe worldly good things which we have, tho' it may ſeem a Virtue 
that is profitable only for this Lite, is yer in Truth 2 Vertue that does no 
leſs canduce to our furure Happineſs, For we ate not (as was faid before) 
the Proprictors of thoſe things which we poſſeſs, bu: only Stewaxds; aud 
we are then faithful in our Stewardſhip, when we do not laviſh away, and 
husband well wrat is committed to our Truſt; when we do not ſp-ad it 
idly, bur improve it to our Maſter's Honour, or lay it out in ſuch ways ag 
he has directed. Who, ſays our Saviour, 4 that faithful and wiſe Steward 
whow his Lord h make Ruler over hs Houſhold to give them their 
Portion of Meat in due ſeaſon * Bleſſed is that Servant whom hu Lord 
when hz cometh ſtal find ſo doing, Luke 12 42, 43. i 
| 5 VI. An o- 


72 


| 612) 
VI. Another Vertuous Diſpoſition of Mind very fequifite to the Poor; 
and whichia'mean and low Condition in the World is very apt to work 
Men to, is the Contemps of the World; an indifference of Mind towards 
it, and à Willingneſs to part with it. They that live in Eaſe and Plenty; 
and meet with no Croſſes or Diſappointments, can hardly forbear ſaying 
with the Apoſff let, It is good for u to be here. And there is no Thovght 
more melancholy and unpleaſant to them, than to conſider that it will 
not be long before they muſt be forc'd to leave that Condition of Life with 
which they are ſo much pleas d. O Death, fays rhe wiſe Son of Syrach, 
Sow bitter is the Remembrance of thee to a Man that liveth at Reſ in hu 
Poſſeſſions, unto the Man that hath nothing to ver him, and that hath 
.Proſperity in all things ? Eccluſ. 41. 1, h & bf 
But there is plainly no Reaſon that the Poor ſhould be thus fond of this 
World, or ſo loth to go out of it. For what is all their Life here but La- 
bour and Sorrow? They toil and take Pains, they riſe early and work late, 
and, after all, can bur juſt make a hard Shift to live; Their Fare, after all, 
is bur ſlender, their Accommodation but mean; ſcarcely can they get e- 
nough for neceflary Uſes, much leſs can they make Proviſion for Pleaſure 
and Delight. What is there then in this Condition of Life that can rea · 
ſonably make Men very defirous to continue long in it, or un willing to 
exchange it for the better?) dere rdvegs 207 
Who is there that delights to be at an Inn; even tho' he has the beſt 
' Accommodations that the Houſe affords? But if his Lodging be cold or 
uneaſie, and. his Diet coarſe ; aad either there are no Conveniences to be 
had in the Houſe, or he has not where withal to purchaſe them; this muſt 
needs ma ke him ſtill more indifferent, or rather it muſt needs make him more 
deſirous to ſtay there as little a while as is poſſible? and to make all the baſte 
he can home, where he hopes he ſhall find things much more to his liking, 
Such a Temper of Mind, with regard to this World, being therefore 
what a State of Poverty is apt to bring Men to; whoever is of the ſame 
Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind, of whatſocver Condition he be, may 
well be ſaid to have the Spirit of the Poor. Thy 
And indeed, whatſoever Condition we are of, it is highly reaſonable 
that we ſhould be of this Spirit; for in truth we are all but Strangers and 
"Pilgrims here; we came from a better Place, and we hope we ſhall go thi- 
ther again; and tho' while we abide here, ſome of vs perhaps may be bet- 
ter accommodated than others are, yet ſtill we are but as in an. Inn, where 
the greateſt Conveniencies are more than over-balanc'd by the Inconveni- 
encies; and when we ſhall be come home to our Father's Houſe, it' will be 
much better with us all than it can be here. Why then ſhould we be de- 
firous to Ray here? why ſhould ve be fond of Life? Why, if we are in 2 
proſperous Condition, ſhould we ſet our Hearts upon, or place our Hap- 
pineſs in a ſhort - lv, d Pl aſure? Or why, if we are affſicted, ſhould we be 
much vex'd and diſquieted by the Uneaſineſs of a Moment; It will be bet- 
ter for us all, if it de not thro' our own Fault, (it will be better I ſay) 
eren with thoſe cf us who are the moſt proſper ous, when we ſhall leave 
| this 


(13) 
„wis World, than it can be while we continue in it; Why then ſhould we 
or, ſet our AﬀeRions upon any thing here? Why rather do we not let our 
rk Heart be there where our true Tresſure is, and endeavour to fit as looſe as 
se can from this World, which we muſt ſo ſoon go out of? And to this 
purpoſe we are exhorted by the Apoſtle (and his Exhortat ien is general re- 
ng i pecting all Perſons, alike, the Rich no leſs than the Poor) This I ſay. 
zht Brei bren, the Tims is ſport; it remaineth that both they that have Wives 
be as though they had none, and they t hat meep as though t hey wept not, and 
ith they that rejoyce as though they rejoyced not, and they that buy as though 
ch, WW they poſſeſſed not, and they that uſe this World as not abuſing it: for the, 
Faſhion of thu World paſſeth away. 1 Cor. 2. 29. Ce. Such an-indifference 
hof Mind towards this World well becomes us all, whatever qur Condition 
is, conſidering what a very ſhort while ve have to ſtay here. T 
this WY Ad this Vercuc alſo, no leſs than the others before mentioned, conduces 
very much both to our preſent, ang to our future Bleſſedneſs. Firſt, There 
ate, BY is a preſent Bleſſedneſa belonging to thoſe who are of this Temper, For he 
that has no great Opinion of the World, or if any thing in it, can't be very 
te- cager in his Deſire after it; for why ſhould he wy earneſtly defire what 
ſure BY he does not believe would make bim much happier ? and the fewer things 
rea · ¶ ve defire, the eafier we are, and the leſs liable ro Diſappointment. , _ 
g to And indeed this is the great Unhappineſs of all thoſe, that place. their 
Affectious upon this World, that they vill certainly fail of their Expettati- 
beſt on; for either they will not be able to attain to that Condition of Life, 
d or I which they promis d themſelves ſo much Happineſs in, or elſe they will. 
o be ¶ not meet with that great Satis faction therein which they expected from it. 
muſt By And Hope deferred maketh the Heart ſick, as the Wiſe Man ſays, Prov. 13. 
12, It mult nceds be a great Vexation to a Man to miſs of athing after he 
has taken a great deal of Pains. for it; Or if he ſhould obtain it, ic will be 
yet a greater Vexation to fiad that it is not ſuch a thing as he took ir ſor, 
but that it has rather more Evil in it than Good, Aud ſuch are ajl the 
things of this World; all is Vanity aud Vexation of Spirit, as Solomon 
truly obſerves : Eccleſ, 1. 14. They promiſe much Satisfaction, but they 
form none; and commonly they that have the moſt of this World, have 
likewiſe the moſt Trouble, | 6 | 
He therefore is plainly the happieſt 


is above the Reach of Fortune, and will be little concern'd how the World 
goes; beeʒuſe go it as it will, he has little Intereſt io it; much he expects 
not to 8205 and much he can't loſe, and being thus moderately affected 
towards this World, and knowing that Happineſs can't be had here below, 
as he will not be much lifted up, ſo neither can he be much caſt down or 
over-whelm'd with Grief, at any thing that happens to him here; he will 
bear all Changes of Fortune with an even Mind and a contented Spirit. 
And this indeed is a great Felicity to be able to bear well thoſe Troubles 

which in a troubleſome World it ĩs impoſſible we ſhould eſcape, 
But the greateſt Bleſſedaeſi of ſuch as have their Aſſe ions thus * 
. . „ rom 


Man who is Poor # Spirit, who ſera - 
not his Mind upon Vanity, upon things that will not ſarisfie; ſuch an one 
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014) 
Nom this World is in Reverſion; Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, If bt 
ſer our Affections on things above and not on things of the Earth, and ſerk 
theſe things which are above, where Chriſt fittcth ar the Right Hand of 
GOD, then when Chriſt who 1 our Life ſhall appear,” we alſo ſhall appear 


with him in Glory, as the Apoſtle ſays, Colof. 3, 1, 2. 


And to confirm and eſtabliſſi d our Faith in the Truth of this Promiſe it 


may be further conſider d, that ſuch as theſe have a Title, not only by 


| Promiſe, but likewiſe in Equity to the Happineſs that is here promiſed 1 


mean this, that conſidering the Goodneſs of GOD, there ſeems to be x 
Congruity, a ſort of Equity in it, that every Man ſhould have his Portion 
of good things as wel! as ot evil things, ſome time or other, here or here- 
sfter, in this World or in the next. And this ſeems to be the Ground of 
that Anſwer which in the Parable bf the Rith Man and Lazarus, Abrahat 
makes to the Rich Man in Hell, when he defir'd ſome Abatement of his 
Torment. Son, ſays Abraham, remember that thos in thy life time recei- 
wedſt thy good things, and Lax evil thing: ; but now he is comforted 
and thou are tormented. Luke 16: 25. a bela tl | 
Fora(much therefore as they, whether they be Rich or Poor, ate en- 
dved with this Spirit of the Poor (having a Mind wean'd from this World 
and all the Enjoyments of Senſe) do not value much theſe worldly good 
things. nor place their Hippineſs therein; ir ſeertis cohgruous and agree- 
able, that they ſhould have ſome other Happineſs, which is more ſuited 
and adequate to their Deſires, or elſe they would be in a worſe Condition 
and more unhoppy than other Men. And ſuch a Happineſs there is pro- 
vided for them, a Hippineſs pure and unmix'd, a Joy yielding full Satis- 
faction, as great as we can defire, and far greater than we can no- con- 
ceive; theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, 2 
VII. Laſtly, Another Vertuous Diſpoſition of Mind which Poverty of 

State of a low Condition in the World is naturally apt to work in Men, is 
a pitiful and compaſſionate Temper, | | | : 

The Poor are liable to more Pains and Suffcrings in the World than o- 
thers they are ſomerimes hungry and have nothing to eat, thirſty and have 
nothing to drink, are cold and have not Raiment enough to keep them- 
ſelves warm, are pinch'd with the Weather, and have no Houle to ſhelter 
themſelves in; theſe and the like Evils they have often been forc'd to ſuf- 
fer, and they know by Experience how hard it is to be without the Ac- 
commodarions of Lite; having therefore been in this diſconfolate condition 
themſelvee, they are naturally apt to have Compaſſion upon others when 
they ſre them in the like Condition, {> that Compaſſion upon others in 
Diſtreſs may well be reckon'd one ot the Vertues ot Poverty, or a Vertue 
which Poverty is moſt apt to teach; and conſequently, hoe ver is of a 
Compaſñonate Temper may be ſaid to have the Spirit of the Poor. 


But tho' this be a Vertue beſt taught by Poverty, it is whar Men in all 


Conditions, the Rich as well as the Poor, are bound to learn and pradliſe. 
For it is the Duty of all Men, as being all Members of the ſame Body, to 
have a Cllow-feelirg of the Sofferings of any other Part or Member cf the 

| | Body. 
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Body. Werber fays the Apoſtle. one Member ſuffer, #1 the Member! ſuffer 
with it; or one Member be honoured, all the Members rtjoyce with it: 


Now ye are the Body of Chriſt. and Member! in partitul ar. 1 Gor 14. 26. 
But tho all are alike oblig'd to have piry on others in Diſtreſs, all cannot 
make the like Expreſſions of their Pity. for they that are Poor themſelves 


can only commiſerate the Wants of other Poor, but it is not in their Power 


to rehieve them; they can only weep with thoſe that weep, bur they can'e 
eaſe them of their Sorrow; whereas the Rich have it in their Power to 
do vell; as well as to wiſh well, to ſuch as are in Want and Diftre(s; it is 
their part therefore not only to give good Words and good Wiſhes, but 
more Subſtantial Comfort; not only to ſay to 4 Brother or a Sifter chat is 
naked and deftitute of daily Food, Depart in peace; be ye warmed an filled, 
but to give them thoſe things which are needful for the Body Jam. 2. 15. 

And Bleſſed are they who have this Sprrit of the Poor; thar is, whoare 
of ſuch a piciful and compaſſionate Temper as Poverty is apt to teach; 
who, altho in Proſperity themſelves, are yet as ready to relieve the wants 
and neceſſiries of others, as Men in the like Afflictions and Adverfirics 
would be, if they were able. * 10 ä | is 

They are Blefled even at preſent, for as our Saviour was uſed to fay, Ir 
is more bleſſed to give than to receive; Ads 20. 36. there is certainly 
more pleaſure in doing kindneſſes than in receiving them; for the plea-- 
ſure of recciving a Kindneſs is a ſenſual Pl᷑eaſure, confiſting in the eaſing 
of that Pain which the Man was before in, and it is (as all other ſenſual 
Pleaſures are) of ſhore Continuance; for a Man may be little the better 
now for a kindneſs that was done him ſome white ago; but the Pleaſure 
of doing good is chiefly a pleaſure of the Mind, procuring great Joy and 
Delighr, not only at the time when we do the Kindnefs, but whenever af- 
er we reflect upon what we have done. | 


They that are of this pitiful and compaſſionate Temper, and ſhew forth 


harity, are alſo Bleſſed at preſent, becauſe they are entit].d to the Blef(- 
ing of God upon all that they take in Hand, who does commonly even in 
his Life render to them an hundred fold in Temporal Bleſfings, for the 
indneſs which they ſhew to others in Diſtreſs, Bleſſed 4 he, ſays the Pſal- 
nit, that conſidereth the Poor, the Lord will deliver him in time of Trouble, 
. 41. 1,2, 3. The Lord will preſerve him and keep him alive, and he 
ball be Bleſſed upon the Earth; and thou wilt not deliver him into the 
All of his Enemies. The Lord will ſtrengt hen him upon the Bed if Lan- 
wiſhing, thou wilt alſo make all hi Bed in hi Sickneſs. And, he, fays 
olomon, that has pity upon the Poor, lendeth unto the Lord, and that 
hich he hath given will he pay him again Prov. 19. 12. 

Bur the chief Bleſſedneſs of theſe Poor in Spirit is allo in Reverſion ; 
Jeſſed are they who have the Spirit of Poverty, for theirs in the Kingdom 
j Heaven; There are none ſo ſure to receive Mercy from God art':e great 
pay, as they whoin this Life ſhew mercy ta o hers, in Diſttreſs. Hhen the 
f Man ſhall come in his glory Sz: our Saviour, before him fbi 
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he ſame, as they have Ability and Opportunity, in Acts of Mercy and 
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" thirfly and ye gave me Drink, I a firanger and you tak me in; Ns 


| 4 this Duty ; that tho? this alone will not be ſofficient to entitle us to tl 


may be eallcd Virtues of Poverty) are, as has been ſhewn' before, ali 


(169) 


e gathered all Natian. and he ſhall ſet the Sheep an 2 Right Hand, an 


the Goats on hit Left ; and ſhall ſay unto them on his Right Hand, Come 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the Foun 
dation of the World; fer I was an hungred and ye gave tne Meat ; I wa 


and ye cloathed me; I mas Sick; and ye viſited me; 1 was in Priſon and 

tame unto me—Faraſmuch as qe have done theſe things to one of the te 
of theſe my Brethren, ye have dune them unto me. Matt. 25. 31. Cc. 
_ By this Account of the Proceedings at the great day of Judgement, 
ſhould ſecm as if nothing would be then enquir d- into, but only-whethal 
we have had this Spirit of Poverty, that is, whether we have been pit 
ful and eompaſſionate to the Poor and Needy, and others in Diſtreſs, an 
have been free and liberal in their Bounty towards them. But tho” this 
not ſo (for we are told in other Places, that God will then bring ever 
work into Judgment) yer I think it may be fairly argu'd from hence, th 
at the great Day of reckoning ſpecial. regard will be had to the Diſcharg 


eward of Heaven, the want of it alone wil} be ſufficient to forfeit ot 
Title to it; according to that of St. James, He ſbal haus Judgment wit 
our Mercy who have ſhewed no, Mercy., Jam. 2. 13. and that tho this 1 
lone will not qualiſie us for the Kingdom of Heaven, it is one of the mil 
neceſſary Qualifications ſor it. | | 
I ſhall only add, for the Concluſion of all; that altho* the Virtues at 
Graces before meution'd (and if there be any other of the like kind, whit 
becauſe moſt readily learn'd, or moſt eaſily practis'd in a low conditiq 


neceſſary to Men of all conditions, in order to the rendring their Live 
here eaſie, and to qualiſie them for the Kiogdom of Heaven; yet wha 
they were found in Perſons of Nobler Birth, of Higher Quality, and 
more plentiful Eſtates, they ſhine with greater Luſtte, and ſo becon 
more exemplary to the beſt of the World; For vbich reaſon, and eſpe 
ally becauſe they are commonly with more difficulty learn'd and exercis 
by ſuch Perſons than by Men of meaner Rank, as they are in them me 
excellent and praiſe-worthy than in others, ſo, it may well be though 
they will alſo be rewarded with highet Degrees of Glory. . 

' Thos Bleſſed are the Poor in Spirit, or they who have the Spirit 
Poverty, fer theirs # the Kingdom of Heaven. 


ho Which Bleſſedneſs that we may all attain, God of hi infinite Me 


grant, for the ſake of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, to whom with the F 
ther and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory now and for ev 


a 


FINIS. 
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